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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 

Rateable  value  of  General  Rate:  at  31/12/51 — £39,118. 

Sum  represented  by  a Net  Penny  Rate:  at  31/12/51 — 
£162  19s.  lOd. 

Area  of  district:  1,280  acres. 

Population:  Registrar-General’s  estimate  at  30/6/51:  7,959. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses:  2,692. 

Birth  Rate:  14.6  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate:  15.7  per  1,000  population. 

Infantile  Death  Rate:  25.9  per  1,000  live  births. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horbury  Urban 
District  Council  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifth  Annual  Report. 

I think  the  Committee  will  agree  that  the  vital  statistics 
presented  in  this  report  justify  considerable  satisfaction. 
The  infant  deaths  and  still  births  are  the  lowest  recorded. 
In  addition  the  birth  rate  has  risen  slightly  after  having 
consistently  fallen  since  1947.  The  only  unsatisfactory 
feature  is  the  slight  rise  in  the  general  death  rate,  but  there 
is  nothing  to  suggest  that  there  is  any  specific  influence 
apart  from  senescence  at  work.  On  the  contrary,  the 
impression  among  doctors  in  the  district  is  that  there  has 
been  remarkably  little  serious  illness  during  the  year. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  thanking  the  Committee  for 
their  interest  and  support,  and  my  colleagues  in  the  service 
of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation. 

I am,  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


W. 

G. 

EVANS. 

SECTION  A 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Live  Births: — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

57 

53 

110 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

6 

61 

55 

116 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated  resident  population 

Still  Births: — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births:  17. 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total 

66 

59 

125 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population:  15.7. 
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TABLE  I 

Infant  Mortality  in  1951 

Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  under  one  year  = 3. 
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Cause  of  Death 


1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ....  j 1 

1 

1 

1 

Bronchopneumonia  

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

Toxaemia  

1 1 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Causes  of  Death  and  Age  Distribution 
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Tuberculosis  respiratory  

Measles  

Cancer  

Coronary  diseases,  angina  

Heart  and  circulatory  disease  

Influenza  

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other 
respiratory  diseases  

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Enlarged  Prostate  

Pregnancy  and  childbirth  

Other  diseases  

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

Other  accidents  

Total 

TABLE  III 


Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics,  1946-1951 


Infant 


Population 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Mortal! 
Deaths  Rate 

1946  

7,788 

18.1 

11.5 

6 

42 

1947  

7,851 

21.1 

14.9 

10 

60 

1948  ...... 

7,880 

16.5 

12.4 

4 

30 

1949  

7,954 

12.9 

11.4 

6 

58 

1950  

8,044 

12.4 

13.3 

6 

60 

1951  ...... 

7,959 

14.6 

15.7 

3 

25.9 

SECTION  B 

THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


1.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  availability  of  this  service. 
Dr.  Findlay  took  Dr.  Lane’s  place  as  Director  during  the  year. 
The  co-operation  between  the  laboratory  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  in  all  respects  been  maintained. 

2.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  has  been  no  major  change  in  the  ambulance 
service  as  it  affects  this  district. 

3.  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

This  is  provided  at  the  Snapethorpe  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

4.  General  Hospital  Accommodation. 

In  general,  the  remarks  I made  under  this  heading  for 
1950  are  equally  applicable  to  1951.  The  only  addition  I 
would  make  would  be  to  stress  the  fact  that  the  need  for 
accommodation  for  the  aged  infirm  is  becoming  more  and 
more  urgent  as  time  passes.  This  shows  itself  by  the  steadily 
increasing  proportion  of  the  Home  Help  establishment  that 
has  to  be  allocated  to  this  group.  Many  of  the  cases  so 
assisted  require  help  that  is  outside  the  functions  of  the 
Home  Help  Service.  They  remain  at  home  until  their 
condition  deteriorates  sufficiently  for  them  to  be  admitted 
to  hospital,  if  they  are  fortunate,  or  to  die  at  home  if  they 
are  not. 


The  matter  has  been  the  subject  of  correspondence  and 
comment  in  professional  journals  for  a considerable  time. 
It  is  also  remarkable  for  the  unanimity  of  the  opinions 
expressed  upon  it  by  the  medical  profession.  Even  this 
unusual  state  of  affairs  is  ineffective  in  promoting  any 
action. 
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5.  After  Care. 

The  demand  for  this  service  grows  very  slowly.  It  is, 
however,  evident  that  certain  hospitals  are  aware  of  the 
benefits  that  can  accrue  to  the  patient  from  co-operation 
between  the  hospital,  general  practitioner  and  local 
authority. 

6.  Domiciliary  Nursing. 

The  District  Nurse,  Nurse  Bate,  paid  2,846  visits  to  121 
cases.  This  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  400  visits  and  nine 
cases  compared  to  the  previous  year’s  work.  There  is  now 
a full-time  relief  nurse  working  in  the  division.  Her  work 
is  included  in  the  above. 

7.  Maternity  Services. 

(a)  Institutional. 

At  present  the  arrangements  in  force  are  the  same  as 
those  in  operation  during  the  latter  part  of  1950  and  these 
have  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

It  is  understood  that  discussions  have  taken  place 
between  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Manage- 
ment Committees  on  the  question  of  the  reduction  of 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  (per  1,000  live 
births) : — 

Administrative  County  of  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  31.8 

Horbury  Urban  District  25.9 

numbers  of  hospital  maternity  beds.  Whatever  decisions  are 
finally  made,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  will  not  reduce  the 
accommodation  available  in  this  area.  The  percentage  of 
institutional  births  in  the  District  was  46  (54  out  of  118). 
This  is  about  the  same  proportion  as  last  year.  When  one 
considers  that  in  some  districts  the  percentage  of  institu- 
tional births  is  over  70,  it  cannot  be  said  that  Horbury  is 
taking  more  than  its  share  of  available  accommodation. 

(b)  Domiciliary. 

This  was  mainly  carried  out  by  one  midwife,  Nurse  Cass. 
Gas  and  Air  analgesia  was  administered  in  36  of  the  64 
delivered  at  home. 

(c)  Ante-Natal  Care. 

The  clinic  is  held  weekly  as  hitherto.  Dr.  I.  Hargreaves 
is  the  Medical  Officer.  There  were  393  attendances  of  87 
mothers.  Post-natal  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
same  clinic.  There  were  11  of  these  cases. 

(d)  Maternal  Mortality. — NONE 

(e)  Premature  Babies. 

These  are  by  definition  babies  who  weigh  5~|lbs.  or  less 
at  birth.  In  the  past  these  have  accounted  for  a considerable 
proportion  of  our  infant  deaths.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able 
to  report  that  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  prematurity  this 
year. 
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8.  Child  Welfare. 

There  are  no  changes  in  the  clinic  arrangements  to 
report.  The  number  of  children  attending  was  246.  Those 
under  one  year  made  1,517  visits  and  those  over  one  year 
made  577  visits.  These  figures  show  a slight  decrease  in  the 
number  of  children  attending  and  an  increase  in  the  total 
attendances. 

I have  again  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the 
invaluable  work  of  Dr.  Hugh  Neil,  Dr.  Green  and  the 
Voluntary  Committee. 

9.  School  Health  Service. 

(a)  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. 

There  were  1,106  children  on  the  registers  of  the  four 
Horbury  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  following  is  a 
record  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during  1951: — 

No.  of  children  seen 


School 

No.  of  At 

routine  At 

Non-routine 

Sessions  examinations  examinations 

Horbury  Bridge  

2 

27 

8 

Horbury  St.  Peter’s  I. 

2 

32 

■ — 

Horbury  St.  Peter’s  M. 

6 

76 

68 

135 

76 

Classification  of  the  nutrition  of  children  carried  out  at 

the  time  of  routine  medical  inspections  gave  the  following 

results: — 

A. 

B. 

C. 

(Good) 

(Normal) 

(Poor) 

Entrants  

21 

31 

0 

Intermediates  .. 

33 

50 

0 

Leavers  

0 

0 

0 

54 

81 

0=135 

40% 

60% 

(b)  Cleanliness  Surveys. 

No.  of 

individual 

children 

School 

No.  on  Number  found 

Percentage 

Register  inspected  infested 

1950  1951 

Horbury  Bridge  

54  52 

2 

2.5  3.84 

St.  Peter’s  Infants  

175  173 

7 

13.0  4.04 

St.  Peter’s  Mixed  

292  290 

19 

13.2  6.55 

Horbury  Council  Infants 

116  116 

4 

7.0  3.44 

Horbury  Council  Juniors 

98  95 

12 

— 12.63 

Horbury  Council  Seniors 

371  366 

21 

8.0  5.73 
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(c)  School  Clinic. 

This  is  held  twice  weekly  (Monday  and  Thursday 
mornings)  during  school  terms. 

Dr.  Hargreaves,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer, 
attends  monthly  on  the  first  Thursday  in  each  month. 

During  1951  attendances  were  as  follows: — 

No.  of  sessions 76 

No.  of  attendances  1681 

Average  attendance  per  session  ...  22 

(d)  Handicapped  Pupils. 

No.  of  Handicapped  Pupils — 

examined  

recommended  for  Special  School  

admitted  to  Special  School  

No.  of  Educationally  Sub-Normal  Pupils — 

examined  ...  

recommended  for  institutional  care  ...  .^. 

recommended  for  Special  School 

admitted  to  Special  School  

recommended  for  Castleford  Occupation 

Centre  

reported  to  W.R.  Mental  Health  Sub- 
committee   

No.  of  Maladjusted  Pupils — 

examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

recommended  for  Special  School  1 

admitted  to  Special  School  ...  1 

4 

For  various  reasons  it  was  not  possible  to  complete  the 
programme  of  medical  inspections  in  the  year.  It  is  perhaps 
not  generally  appreciated  that  the  time  available  for  medical 
visits  to  school  is  reduced  substantially  by  having  to  avoid 
the  first  and  last  weeks  of  a term  and  other  school  activities 
and  casual  holidays  in  addition  to  the  regular  holidays.  The 
effect  of  all  these  reductions  is  that  only  about  30  weeks  of 
the  year  are  available  for  medical  inspections. 
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As  the  Committee  will  appreciate  the  results  of  cleanli- 
ness inspections  tend  to  vary  a good  deal  in  individual 
schools  from  year  to  year.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  there  is  an  overall  reduction  in  infestation  this  year 
from  10  per  cent,  to  6 per  cent. 

10.  Home  Help  Service. 

The  number  of  cases — 52 — shows  a slight  reduction  on 
1950.  The  number  of  hours  worked  is,  however,  greater. 
This  is  mainly  due  to  the  increased  hours  expended  on  the 
aged  and  to  a lesser  extent  on  cases  of  illness.  The  number 
of  cases  in  the  various  categories  are  as  follows: — 


Illness  (excluding  aged) 

Lying-in 

Aged  sick  ...  


20 

16 

16 


It  is  of  some  significance  in  regard  to  the  future 
development  of  the  service  to  note  that  while  the  numbers 
in  the  first  two  categories  vary  very  slightly  from  year  to 
year,  the  number  of  aged  shows  a steady  increase  each  year. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

(a)  Water  Supply. 

This  is  obtained  from  Wakefield  Corporation  and 

Dewsbury  and  Batley  Joint  Water  Board. 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality. 
Four  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  and  all  were 

satisfactory. 

There  is  no  liability  to  plumbo  solvent  action. 

No  instances  of  contamination  occurred  during  the  year. 

All  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  direct 
from  the  public  supply. 

(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  no  changes  to  report. 

(c)  Housing. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  the  fact  that  no 
new  cases  of  overcrowding  came  to  light  during  the  year  and 
that  only  two  now  remain  to  be  dealt  with. 

It  i 3 to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  soon  be  permitted 
to  deal  by  means  of  Clearance  Orders,  where  necessary,  with 
the  73  unsatisfactory  houses  remaining  in  the  district. 
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SECTION  D 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  NOTIFIABLE 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Cases  notified  during  1951 
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Scarlet  Fever  

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

2 

9 

4 

16 

Measles  

2 

25 

43 

49 

3 

122 

Pneumonia  

2 

1 

3 

1 

Erysipelas  

3 

3 

It  will  be  seen  that  apart  from  measles  and  whooping 
cough,  the  district  has  been  remarkably  free  from  notifiable 
infectious  diseases. 

Now  that  an  effective  prophylactic  for  whooping  cough 
is  available  further  reductions  in  these  figures  can  be 
expected. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  90  children  received  a full  immunising 
course  and  23  children  received  reinforcing  doses. 

The  total  number  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  who 
have  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time 
up  to  31st  December,  1951,  is  1,092. 

This  represents  62  per  cent,  of  the  child  population. 
Vaccination. 


The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year  was 
as  follows: — 


Under  1 year  

» • • 

2 

1 — 5 years  

. . . 

3 

5 — 15  years  

. . • 

0 

Over  15  years  

1 

Total 

6 

One  person  was  re-vaccinated. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  were  notified  as  follows: — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary  ...  5 

1 

6 

Non -Pulmonary  ...  ...  0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  cases  were  removed  from 

the  Register 

during  the  year: — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary  2 

0 

2 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cases  remaining  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 

of  the  year  were: — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary  ...  12 

9 

21 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  1 

3 

4 

13 

12 

25 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 


August,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horbury  Urban  District 

Council 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1951. 

During  this  year  the  Health  Department  has  maintained 
a constant  and  energetic  surveillance  of  all  matters  apper- 
taining to  public  health. 

The  fundamentals  of  good  housing,  sanitation,  water 
supply,  clean  food  and  air  are  now  assuming  a wider  aspect 
and  an  indication  is  given  in  the  definition  by  the  World 
Health  Organisation  which  reads  “ Health  is  not  merely  the 
absence  of  disease  or  infirmity,  but  a state  of  complete 
physical,  mental  and  social  well-being,”  and  so  to-day  the 
Department  is  dealing  with  many  complaints  which  may  not 
be  within  the  legal  definition  of  a “ nuisance  ” but  which 
nevertheless  have  a bearing  on  the  wider  definition  of 
“ Health.”  In  this  direction,  during  inspections,  it  is  often 
found  that  helpful  advice  can  be  given  as  to  services  which 
will  be  of  benefit  such  as  “ home-helps,”  correct  use  of 
sanitary  appliances,  food  storage,  etc. 

In  any  Annual  Report  it  is  necessary  to  give  statistical 
figures  to  form  essential  records,  but  in  public  health  matters 
where  human  suffering  is  the  subject  of  review  it  is  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  assess  the  true  value  of  work  satisfac- 
torily carried  out. 

In  the  field  of  housing,  once  again  there  is  a crying  need 
for  revision  in  the  Rent  Restriction  Act  and  the  longer  this 
is  delayed  the  greater  will  be  the  cost  to  the  housing 
authorities.  Many  are  the  houses  which  could  be  repaired 
and  improved  to  let  at  a rent  lower  than  that  of  a new 
Council  house  but  which,  owing  to  rent  restriction,  fall  into 
further  decay  and  eventual  loss  to  the  community. 
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SECTION  E 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
The  following  is  a summary  of  inspections  made  during 


the  year: — 

Nuisances,  housing,  and  revisits  ...  2020 

Butchers’  and  food  shops 196 

Choked  drains  and  drainage  works  in  progress  ...  140 

Disinfestation  53 

Demolition,  District  Survey  190 

Atmospheric  Pollution,  Rainwater,  Gauges  337 

Grocers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Factories  and  workshops 90 

Public  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  20 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Inspections  of  pigs 79 

Milk  Supply:  Samples  for  methylene  blue  test  ...  3 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Rat  and  mice  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

Refuse  disposal  24 

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  100 

Salvage  118 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  Supply: 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  4 


3792 


WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION  OF 

THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Damp  walls  ...  ...  ...  23 

Defective  ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Rat  and  mice  infestations  ...  ...  16 

Nuisances  from  obnoxious  smells  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dirty  houses ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  soil  and  rainwater  pipes  ...  11 

Breaches  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  ...  ...  24 

Defective  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  kitchen  ranges,  hearths,  etc.  ...  ...  20 

Infestations  of  vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Water  closet  drains  provided  ...  16 
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Defective  drains  20 

Defective  water  closet  pedestals  3 

Accumulation  of  refuse  6 

Water  in  cellars  7 

Inspection  chambers  provided  20 

Defective  eavesgutters  21 

Breach  of  Factories  Act,  1937  6 

Defective  or  insanitary  sink  7 

Defective  roofs  24 

Defective  wall-plaster  10 

Inadequate  draining  of  yards  7 

Defective  sink  surround  2 

Defective  w.c.  cistern  9 

Defective  sink  waste  pipe  3 

Defective  chimney  stacks 1 

Insanitary  ashpit  23 

Defective  window  7 

Defective  pointing  to  brickwork  7 

Defective  manhole  cover 2 

Defective  ceilings  16 

Inadequate  ventilation  1 

Leaking  gas  pipes  1 

Smoke  nuisances  3 

Defective  water  taps  2 


525 


WORK  CARRIED  OUT  ON  COUNCIL  HOUSES  UNDER  THE 
SUPERVISION  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  FROM  JANUARY,  1951, 

TO  DECEMBER,  1951 

Fallpipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  gutters  24 

Leaking  roofs  ...  48 

Defective  chimneys  4 

Broken  clothes-post  ...  28 

Defective  gates  and  fences  36 

Defective  taps  32 

Broken  ball  valves  ...  ...  ...  66 

Leaking  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Burst  water  pipes  55 

Fire-back  boilers  8 

Drainage  boards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Door  furniture  and  doors  72 

Threshold  and  stormboards  16 
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Defective  drawers  4 

Drains  and  gulleys 31 

Gas  leaks  73 

Defective  gas  boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Broken  plaster-work  57 

Defective  pointing 37 

Defective  fireplaces  136 

Electrical  defects  21 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  6 

Sinks  (tiles,  etc.)  ...  10 

Windows:  Frames  and  catches  ...  ...  32 

W.C.  seats  14 

W.C.  cisterns 24 

Stone  steps  ...  ...  2 


943 


Of  these,  636  have  been  allocated  to  contractors  and  307 
to  direct  labour. 


SECTION  F 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISFOSAL 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
Council  employees  under  my  direction  and  supervision  with 
the  Council’s  own  motor  vehicles. 

Two  vehicles  are  used  solely  for  this  purpose;  one  seven 
cubic  yard  “ Bantam  ” Karrier  and  one  seven  cubic  yard 
“ Dennis.”  Both  are  machines  specially  designed  for  refuse 
collection,  having  properly  constructed  metal  closing 
shutters. 

A weekly  collection  is  maintained  and  forms  the  basis 
for  an  organised  “ beat  ” system,  each  vehicle  being  used  on 
a regular  day  in  a set  district. 

After  Bank  Holidays  a third  “ Dennis  ” vehicle  is  used 
to  make  up  lost  time  and  the  normal  collection  is  resumed 
usually  within  two  or  three  days. 

The  approximate  number  of  receptacles  for  which  the 
Department  is  responsible  for  collection  is  2,692  ashbins, 
14  pail  closets,  3 privies  and  8 cesspools. 

The  whole  of  the  township’s  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  at  the  Sand  and  Gravel  Tip,  Horbury 
Junction.  A small  destructor  is  situated  on  this  tip  and  old 
bedding,  etc.,  is  disposed  of  here. 

The  work  of  refuse  collection  has  proceeded  in  a regular 
and  efficient  manner.  Very  few  complaints  have  been 
received  and  ashbins  have  been  emptied  on  123,729  occasions. 
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The  municipal  ashbin  scheme  has  continued  throughout 
the  year,  and  although  some  difficulty  in  delivery  of  ashb  ins 
from  the  manufacturers  was  experienced,  the  scheme  is 
beneficial  both  from  a collection  and  occupiers’  point  of  view. 

The  maintenance  of  vehicles  has  been  carefully  supe  r- 
vised  throughout  the  year  and  every  effort  has  been  made 
to  economise  in  view  of  the  rapidly  rising  cost  of  labour  and 
materials. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1951-1952 

EXPENDITURE  £ S.  d 

Licences 

Insurances 

Petrol  and  Oils 

Tools  and  Equipment 

Repairs  and  Renewals 


Transport 

554 

0 

0 

Disinfectants  ...  

18 

0 

0 

Tipping  Charges  ...  

22 

0 

0 

Protective  Clothing 

23 

0 

0 

Bath-tins  ...  ...  

13 

0 

0 

Cesspool  Emptying 

57 

0 

0 

Rent,  Rates  and  Water 

3 

0 

0 

Dustbins 

150 

0 

0 

Sundries 

5 

0 

0 

£845 

0 

0 

Wages  ... 

2411 

0 

0 

Foreman’s  wages  (percentage) 

120 

0 

0 

National  Insurance 

Sick  and  Holiday  Pay 

Superannuation 

Pensions 

316 

0 

0 

£3692  0 0 


INCOME  £ s.  d. 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  4 0 0 

Salvage  726  0 0 


£730  0 0 


Average  net  cost  per  ton  £1  2s.  4d. 


Net  cost  £2962  0 0 
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Provision  of  ashbins. 

Total  cost  for  the  year  ...  £150  Os.  Od. 

Cost  per  house  per  year  ...  Is.  1 Id. 

or  approximately  Id.  rate. 


WEIGHTS 

OF  HOUSE 

REFUSE 

Month 

Ashbins 

Weight 

January  ... 

10,809 

233 

5 

0 

February 

9,311 

203 

10 

0 

March 

10,533 

228 

0 

0 

April 

7,657 

175 

0 

0 

May 

12,304 

268 

0 

0 

June 

9,875 

216 

10 

0 

July 

11,684 

237 

15 

0 

August 

9,925 

211 

10 

0 

September 

9,908 

198 

15 

0 

October  ... 

12,207 

253 

0 

0 

November 

9,433 

213 

10 

0 

December 

* * ♦ 

10,083 

213 

0 

0 

Total  No.  of 

bins 

123,729 

Total  weight 

...  • • . 

2651 

15 

0 

During  September  a comprehensive  survey  of  the 
collection  services  was  carried  out  and  this  involved  being 
with  each  vehicle  from  start  to  finish  each  day  for  a complete 
week.  The  records  obtained  through  such  a survey  are 
invaluable  in  assessing  the  need  for  vehicles  and  men  to 
cover  the  future  work  in  view  of  the  additional  buildings  and 
new  housing  layouts. 


SECTION  G 
SALVAGE 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I expressed  my  confidence  in 
showing  a profit  ten  times  greater  during  the  year  under 
review.  In  actual  fact,  the  sum  proved  to  be  nine  times  as 
great,  that  is,  a net  profit  of  £726  over  all  expenditure. 

The  price  of  waste  paper  became  so  attractive  that  many 
small  collectors,  organisations,  and  firms,  came  into  the 
market  for  a quick  return.  Such  high  prices,  however,  are 
not  healthy  in  many  respects,  in  as  much  as  the  purchaser 
of  any  packed  goods,  including  all  kinds  of  rations,  must 
pay  a higher  price  for  the  packing,  and  thus  the  increased 
relief  to  the  rates  is  somewhat  neutralised  by  a higher  cost 
of  living. 


ASALvsiS  of  salvage 
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As  in  most  transactions  of  this  nature  a glut  of  paper  in 
the  mills  was  inevitable  and  many  small  collectors  aban- 
doned the  market  as  prices  fell.  Fortunately,  Horbury  has 
a long-term  contract  with  the  Board  Mills  and  can  still 
dispose  of  all  waste  paper  and  cardboard.  Anticipating  this 
drop,  a reduction  was  made  in  the  estimated  profit  for 
1952-53,  and  in  addition  to  keeping  this  paper  out  of  the 
controlled  tip  it  is  expected  to  still  show  a reasonable  profit. 

The  collection  of  kitchen  waste  is  still  compulsory,  and 
although  every  effort  is  made  to  make  this  as  hygienic  as 
possible  some  nuisances  are  unavoidable  with  the  street  bin 
collection. 

The  table  on  the  previous  page  shows  an  analysis  of  sal- 
vage and  salvage  income. 


SECTION  H 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

Number  of  milk  distributors  on  register — 15. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised) 


Milk  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  licences  in  force  for: — 

Dealers 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  5 
Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Supplementary 

1 

1 

0 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949. 

Number  of  licences  in  force: — 

Dealers  Supplementary 

Accredited  Milk  ...  2 0 


Twenty-two  inspections  were  made  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  samples  and  inspecting  for  cleanliness.  There  has  been 
a noticeable  increase  in  the  change  of  distributors  from  raw 
to  pasteurised  milk  and  as  a result  very  few  cases  of  sour 
milk  have  been  found  in  the  summer  months. 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Eight  samples  of  milk  from  retailers  in  the  district  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  Methylene 
Blue  Time  Reduction  Test.  One  sample  proved  unsatis- 
factory. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Licensed  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  2 

Registered  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  2 

Owing  to  the  Government  control  of  slaughtering  these 
premises  have  not  been  used  during  the  year  under  review. 

Meat  allocated  and  inspected  at  Wakefield  is  brought  to 
the  Co-operative  Slaughterhouse,  Queen  Street.  This  centre 
is  used  as  a sub-allocation  point,  where  each  butcher  collects 
his  allocation.  Regular  visits  are  made  and  the  meat  is 
again  inspected  before  it  is  moved  to  the  shops 

The  supply  has  been  regular  and  an  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  in  delivery  vans  has  been  welcome. 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  make  any  seizure  of 
unsold  food  or  diseased  meat,  but  the  following,  which  upon 
examination  were  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  were  surrendered  to  me  and  destroyed: — 

The  total  weight  of  unsound  food  was  6cwts.  2qtrs.  171bs. 


14oz. 

Cwts.  Qtrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Macaroni 

1 

17 

0 

Semolina 

26 

0 

59  “Mars”  chocolate  covered  bars  ... 

7 

4 

3 tins  of  pears  ...  

3 

14 

17  tins  tomatoes  ... 

16 

10 

53  tins  luncheon  meat  ... 

1 

14 

8 

Sausages  ...  

1 

9 

0 

Pork  (canned  and  home-killed) 

23 

12 

1 tin  tongue  ...  

1 

0 

3 tins  apricots  

5 

9 

5 tins  meat  and  gravy  

6 

4 

13  tins  evaporated  milk 

13 

0 

38  tins  salmon  

1 

9 

0 

2 tins  oranges 

2 

0 

2 tins  cherries 

2 

0 

1 tin  pilchards  ...  

8 

1 tin  brisling  

8 

23  tins  soup  

7 

14 

1 tin  peaches  ...  

2 

8 

30  tins  imported  cooked  ham 

3 2 

8 

5 

2 tins  beans  

1 

10 

5 tins  peas 

4 

4 

1 tin  grapes  ...  

1 

0 

1 tin  marmalade  ...  

1 

0 

1 tin  rhubarb  ...  

1 

0 
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Jellied  veal  

Bacon  

Cheese  

Beef  (English  hindquarter) 
4 tins  condensed  milk  ... 

1 sheep’s  liver  

Cases  of  rabbit  (skinned) 


18  0 
27  0 

2 12 

2 24  8 

2 0 

2 0 

2 4 0 


6 2 17  14 


Meat  and  Retail  Vehicles. 

Butchers’  shops 15 

Retail  meat  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  5 

Livestock  (Restrictions  on  Slaughtering-)  Act,  1940. 

Seventy-nine  pigs  were  slaughtered  under  licence  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food  at  a licensed  slaughterhouse,  and  were 
examined  for  the  owners. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Seventeen  licences  are  recorded  in  the  register;  this  Act 
is  strictly  observed  and  a captive  bolt  pistol  is  used  for  the 
slaughter  of  all  pigs. 


SECTION  I 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

During  the  year  1951  the  following  samples  were 
purchased  in  the  District  by  the  County  Inspector  and 
submitted  for  analysis  in  accordance  with  the  above  Act’s 
provisions: — 

MILK  OTHER  FOODS 

Genuine  Adulterated  Genuine  Adulterated 

20  1 3 1 

(ice  cream) 

Proceedings. 

The  ice  cream  sample  procured  was  certified  by  the 
Public  Analyst  to  be  deficient  in  fat.  Proceedings  were 
instituted  and  the  defendant  was  fined  £5  Os.  Od.  at  Wakefield 
West  Riding  Court.  The  sample  of  milk  classed  as  adul- 
terated was  found  to  be  very  slightly  deficient  in  fat  content 
and  no  action  was  taken. 


Registration  of  Food  Premises. 

Number  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  preserved 

and  pressed  food  

Number  registered  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of 

ice  cream  ...  

Number  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 


8 

1 

21 
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Bakehouses. 

Number  on  register  8 

Nineteen  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the 
year.  Co-operation  from  the  occupiers  has  been  good  and 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  give  the  public  a clean  and 
nourishing  food. 

Fish  Fryers. 

Number  on  register  11 

Twenty  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  they  were 
found  on  the  whole  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  one  case,  however,  where  the  premises  are  constructed 
of  wood,  it  was  decided  to  cancel  registration.  These 
premises  were  originally  registered  under  extenuating 
circumstances  and  it  was  understood  that  the  registration 
would  be  reviewed  after  a period.  The  Committee  received 
representations  from  the  new  owner  and  agreed  to  the 
improvements  suggested,  which  included  reconstruction  of 
the  wood  structure  in  brickwork  to  the  height  of  4ft.  8in.,  the 
internal  lining  of  the  shop  with  asbestos  or  impervious 
material,  the  extension  of  the  premises  in  brick  to  form  a 
preparation  room,  having  a properly  drained  concrete  floor 
to  a gully  outside,  and  the  provision  of  a sink  and  hot  and 
cold  water. 

These  works  have  now  been  carried  out  and  the  premises 
re-registered. 

The  quality  of  the  fish  cooked  at  fish  fryers  in  this  area 
has  been  particularly  good  during  the  year  and  with  the 
extension  of  refrigeration  a first-class  product  is  being  sold. 

Ice  Cream. 

Ice  cream  is  manufactured  at  one  premises  only  by  the 
cold  mix  method. 

Twenty-four  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises  and 
five  samples  were  taken. 

Public  Houses. 

There  are  seventeen  public  houses  and  licensed  premises 
in  the  district.  Fifty-seven,  visits  were  made  and  apart  from 
lime-washing  of  w.c.  buildings  were  found  in  the  main  to  be 
satisfactory.  At  one  licensed  club  the  w.c.  premises  and 
urinal  were  inadequate,  but  the  necessary  work  is  now  in 
hand.  In  this  connection  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  has  been  most  helpful  in  regard  to  licences. 
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General — Food  Shops. 

Once  again  a further  improvement  was  noted  in  all  food 
shops  generally. 

The  notice  issued  to  all  food  shops  by  the  Department, 
regarding  dogs,  dirty  ration  books,  etc.,  have  been  promi- 
nently displayed  and  have  been  noted  by  the  general  public. 

The  opportunity  was  taken  to  address  the  local  school- 
children  of  school-leaving  age  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  particular  stress  being  laid  on  the  importance  of 
food  handling. 

After  the  talk  visits  were  made  to  a bakehouse  to  give 
practical  instruction. 

SECTION  J FACTORIES 

Fifty  mechanical  and  twenty-six  non-mechanical 
factories  are  on  the  register  in  the  district,  composed  of  the 
following: — 

Mechanical  Power. 

Printers  2 

Automobile  engineers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Laundry  1 

General  engineer  1 

Joiners 6 

Mining  engineer  1 

Rug  manufacturer 1 

Bakehouses  5 

Leather  goods  makers  4 

Food  preparation  premises  8 

Oil  refinery  1 

Shoddy  manufacturer  1 

Mungo  manufacturer  1 

Blacksmith  1 

Upholsterer  1 

Rug  material  manufacturer  1 

Sports  goods  manufacturer  1 

Dressmaker  1 

Sheet  metal  worker  i 

Wagon  repairer  1 

Wool  spinners  2 

Cloth  dyer  ...  1 

Wire  spring  maker ...  1 

Watch  repairer  ...  l 

Fireplace  maker  1 

Railway  wagon  and  coach  body  builder  1 

Plumber  ...  ...  1 


Total  50 
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Non-mechanical  Power. 

Cycle  repairers  2 

Boot  and  shoe  repairers  6 

Stonemason  1 

Plumbers  3 

Rag  sorter  1 

Printer  1 

Sports  goods  maker  1 

Dressmaker  ...  l 

Baker  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Upholsterer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Painters  and  decorators  ...  5 

Tailors 3 

Total  26 

Ninety  inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Factories 

Act,  1937,  and  the  following  defects  dealt  with: — 

Dirty  bakehouse  walls  1 

Dirty  water  closet  compartment  4 

Insufficient  convenience  ...  1 

Total  6 


SECTION  K 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  in 
connection  with  residential  and  business  premises  in  the 
district  are  on  the  water  carriage  system,  with  the  exception 
of  the  small  number  of  14  pail  closets  and  three  covered 
middens,  which  are  inconvertible  owing  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  situated  in  outlying  parts  of  the  district  where  sufficient 
sewers  are  not  available. 

The  total  number  of  water  closets  in  the  district  is 
approximately : — 

Dwelling  houses 
Factories 
Shops  ... 

Public  houses 
Public  conveniences 
Schools 


2974 


140 

60 

43 

7 

52 


Total 
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One  hundred  and  eighty  houses  have  more  than  one 
water  closet. 

The  public  conveniences  have  been  cleaned  out  daily. 
These  are  still  subject  to  mis-use,  especially  those  in  the 
Public  Parks. 

One  of  the  reasons  is  likely  to  be  that  they  are  screened 
by  bushes,  and  in  my  opinion  the  more  hidden  such  a 
building,  the  more  often  nuisances  occur. 

SECTION  L 

HOUSING 


Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  ...  2637 

Number  of  back-to-back  houses  included  in  above  ..  18 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  286 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  910 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations 31 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  92 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further 
action: — 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  73 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head 

(3)  (a)  above)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  0 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices:— 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers 261 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16, 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice: 

(a)  by  owners  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  14 

(2)  Number  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  14 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in 

respect  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  5 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms,  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  the  Closing  Orders  in 
respect  of  which  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 
fit 


0 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  9 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  0 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

New  Houses. 

5.  Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year:  — 

By  the  Local  Authority — 

Permanent  type  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Temporary  type  0 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

6.  Housing  Act,  1949: — 

Any  action  in  connection  with  Section  20, 

“ Grants  to  persons  other  than  Local  Authorities 
for  improvement  of  housing  accommodation  ” ...  0 

Remarks. 

During  the  year  a total  of  86  houses  were  erected,  82  by 
the  local  authority  and  4 by  private  owners,  and  now  the 
completion  of  the  Manorfields  Estate  is  within  sight. 

The  original  purpose  of  the  Housing  Acts  was  to  re-house 
those  people  living  in  insanitary  and  derelict  property  and 
to  re -house  them  at  an  economical  rent,  having  due  regard 
to  the  rent  which  they  paid  at  that  time.  Then  came  the 
war  and  re-housing  stood  still  for  some  time.  A post-war 
problem  was  then  created  which  altered  the  operation  of  the 
Housing  Acts  to  a question  of  “ Housing  need,”  bringing  in 
new  problems  to  the  original  ones.  It  seems  now  that  the 
housing  authorities  are  entering  a new  problem — that  of 
operating  the  Housing  Acts  as  originally  intended  but  with 
a vastly  different  financial  aspect.  The  rents  of  pre-war 
houses  have  remained  unchanged  except  for  a permissible 
49  per  cent,  increase  in  1914.  The  cost  of  post-war  houses 
has  increased  in  the  region  of  300  per  cent,  since  1939. 
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This  is  then  the  problem  which  housing  authorities  must 
face  when  dealing  with  unfit  houses — “ how  to  re-house 
families  living  in  unfit  houses,  at  a reasonable  rent,  having 
due  regard  to  the  rent  at  present  paid.”  It  is  true,  of  course, 
that  some  families  can  pay  the  rent  of  a new  Council  house, 
but  many  are  in  unfit  property  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  they 
cannot  pay. 

In  an  effort  to  meet  the  problem  the  House  Letting 
Committee  have  pursued  the  policy  of  transfer  of  tenants 
voluntarily  from  pre-war  Council  houses  to  post-war  Council 
houses,  but  there  comes  a time  when  this  source  of  housing 
must  run  dry. 

The  repeal  of  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  would  go  a long 
way  to  helping  a solution  by  enabling  the  reconditioning  of 
houses  to  reasonable  standards  at  a moderate  rental. 

The  House  Letting  Committee  has  spent  many  hours 
considering  evidence  of  need  before  making  allocation  of 
houses  and  has  tried  to  deal  fairly  with  every  applicant.  It 
is  evident  that  many  Council  tenants  realise  this  and  re-act 
in  the  best  possible  way  by  careful  use  and  pride  of  their  new 
homes. 


The  following  table  shows  the  housing  application 
position  at  the  27th  of  November,  1951: — 


No.  of 

Applications 

Registered  No.  at  22.2.51 

1.  Overcrowding  numerical  ...  ...  8 

2.  Overcrowding  sexual  and  in  inade- 
quate accommodation  ...  ...  42 

3.  Young  Persons  in  Lodgings  ...  88 

4.  Aged  Persons  for  Bungalows  and 

two-bedroomed  type  39 

5.  Applications  from  Persons  residing 
outside  the  district  and  employed 

in  Horbury  194 

6.  Applications  from  persons  residing 
and  employed  outside  the  district  120 

Applications  in  general  ...  ...  81 


No.  of 

Applications 
at  27.11.51 

4 

19 

76 

27 

97 

61 

85 


572  367 


7. 
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SECTION  M 
PETROLEUM  ACTS 

There  are  twenty-two  premises  in  the  Urban  District 
licensed  for  the  storage  either  of  petroleum  spirit  or  mixtures 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Petroleum  Consoli- 
dation Acts,  1928  and  1936,  viz.:  twenty  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit  and  two  for  the  storage  of  cellulose  paint. 

Twenty  of  the  premises  store  the  spirit  in  underground 
steel  tanks  fitted  with  pumps,  while  on  the  remaining 
premises  the  spirit  or  mixtures  are  kept  in  steel  drums  stored 
in  specially-constructed  fire-proof  above-ground  stores. 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  see  that  the  Regula- 
tions are  being  complied  with.  The  total  number  of  gallons 
of  petrol  involved  is  18,800. 

SECTION  N 

PESTOLOGY 

Thirty-seven  complaints  were  investigated  concerning 
infestations  with  bed-bugs,  cockroaches,  wood  beetles,  etc. 
Eleven  of  these  premises  were  treated  for  wood-worm  and 
a total  charge  of  £17  19s.  Od.  was  made  for  labour  and 
insecticides  used. 

Disinfection  of  premises. 

The  disinfection  of  all  premises  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease  is  carried  out  after  removal  of  the  patients  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  or  after  recovery  if  nursed  at  home,  the 
method  used  being  formaldehyde  vapour. 

Premises  were  also  disinfected  after  deaths  from  other 
causes. 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  12 
Number  of  houses  disinfected  after  death  from  other 

causes  ...  ...  ...  4 


SECTION  O 
RODENT  CONTROL 

The  number  of  individual  complaints  received  was 
nineteen.  In  all  cases  the  premises  were  visited  and  in 
fifteen  instances  action  was  taken. 

During  August  a 10  per  cent,  test  treatment  was  carried 
out  on  the  Council's  sewers.  Eighteen  manholes  were  baited 
and  as  a result  of  the  takes  it  was  decided  to  carry  out  a 
further  treatment.  Accordingly,  during  October  a poison 
treatment  using  zinc  phosphide  was  carried  out  on  45  man- 
holes and  5 complete  takes  were  recorded. 
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The  sewage  works  were  also  tested  and  treated  from 
time  to  time  as  infestation  was  noted. 

The  treatment  of  corn  stacks  in  the  area  was  closely 
watched,  and  where  any  evidence  of  infestation  was  found, 
the  farmers  were  advised  to  enter  into  a contract  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Pests  Department). 
This  Department  will  undertake  to  carry  out  continual 
treatment  of  agricultural  premises  for  an  agreed  fee  and  has 
relieved  the  local  authority  of  much  work  for  which  they 
have  neither  the  staff  nor  time. 

The  amount  of  time  taken  for  one  treatment  alone  is 
not  generally  realised — the  baits  must  be  prepared  and  a 
visit  made  daily  for  at  least  a week.  It  may  then  be  found 
the  bait  is  unsuitable  and  an  alternative  has  to  be  found 
and  the  whole  procedure  recommenced.  Following  the 
treatment  a check  test  has  to  be  made  to  verify  the  clearance 
of  the  area.  Including  sewer  treatment  246  visits  had  to  be 
made  in  this  area. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a new  method  of  treatment 
appeared  on  the  market  under  the  name  of  “ Warfarin.” 
This  was  first  used  in  the  U.S.A.  for  rodent  control  and  in 
some  ways  can  be  likened  to  D.D.T.  in  disinfestation  work. 

Unlike  other  poisons,  pre-baiting  with  “ Warfarin  ” is 
unnecessary,  as  it  does  not  produce  “ poison  shyness  ” or 
make  the  bait  distasteful.  The  action  of  this  poison  is  to  set 
spontaneous  internal  haemorrhages  and  is  slow  acting,  but 
by  feeding  every  day  on  prepared  bait  a common  rat 
normally  dies  in  5 to  8 days. 

“ Warfarin  ” can  be  dangerous  to  other  animals,  but 
moderate  quantities  of  poison  would  have  to  be  ingested 
regularly  for  some  days  for  there  to  be  any  ill  effect. 


SECTION  P 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  research  station  in  Horbury  is  operated  by  the 
Health  Department  and  covers  the  Ossett  Borough, 
Wakefield  Rural  District  and  Horbury  Urban  District. 

At  Carr  Lodge  Park  are  situated  the  deposit  gauge,  lead 
peroxide  apparatus  and  rainwater  gauge.  The  smoke  filter 

is  situated  at  the  sewage  works. 

Monthly  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Bradford. 


36 


The  following  tables  show  the  results  recorded: — 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  IN  1951 
* container  damaged. 


Month 

Sulphur  deposit 
Mgs. /1, 000 
sq.  cms. 

Grit  deposit 
tons  per 
square  mile 

Atmospheric 
smoke  pollution 
Mgs./cubic  metre 

January  ... 

15.9 

9.78 

0.341 

February  ... 

17.0 

* 

0.179 

March  

13.5 

13.31 

0.216 

April  

13.5 

15.3 

0.083 

May  

9.8 

11.23 

0 133 

June  

8.9 

10.17 

0.084 

July  

10.4 

14.32 

0.078 

August 

7.2 

23.06 

0.086 

September  . 

11.7 

10.68 

0.013 

October  ... 

22.2 

11.96 

0.266 

November  .. 

15.3 

32.33 

0.176 

December  .. 

18.6 

6.77 

0.149 

164.0 

158.21 

1.804 

RAINFALL  FOR  1951 

The  heaviest  daily  rainfall  was  on  May  5th  when  1.24in.  fell. 


Month 

Rainfall  in  inches 

No.  of  days  on  which 
rain  fell 

1 

January  j 

1.87  1 

14 

February  

3.03 

19 

March  

2.53 

12 

April  

0.91 

11 

May  

4.01 

15 

June  

0.74 

7 

July  

2.03 

11 

August  

4.04 

21 

September  

2.50 

14 

October  . . 

0.81 

8 

November  ...... 

6.11 

21 

December  

2.50 

16 

31.08 

h— 4 

! S 

! 

i 

1 ! 

! 

I 

37 


PERSONAL 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  accord  my  thanks  to  my 
assistant,  Mr.  R.  Burfield,  for  the  conscientious  and  loyal 
manner  in  which  he  has  carried  out  his  duties,  and  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Council,  who  have  been  most  helpful  and 
co-operative  during  the  year. 

I am,  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  F.  RICHLEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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NOTES 


j..  W.  WILSON  & SON 
CHURCH  STREET 
HORBURY 
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